
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS  
1910-1919: William H. Taft, Woodrow Wilson 

THANKSGIVING DAY - 1910 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
This year of 1910 is drawing to a close. The records of population and harvests, which are the 
index of progress, show vigorous national growth and the health and prosperous wellbeing of our 
communities throughout this land and in our possessions beyond the seas. These blessings have 
not descended upon us in restricted measure, but overflow and abound. They are the blessings 
and bounty of God. 
We continue to be at peace with the rest of the world. In all essential matters our relations with 
other peoples are harmonious, with an ever growing reality of friendliness and depth of recognition 
of mutual dependence. It is especially to be noted that during the past year great progress has 
been achieved in the case of arbitration and the peaceful settlement of international disputes. 
Now therefore I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States of America, in accordance 
with the wise custom of the civil magistrates since the first settlement in this land and with the rule 
established from the foundation of this Government, do appoint Thursday, November 24, 1910, as 
a day of national thanksgiving and prayer, enjoining the people upon that day to meet in their 
churches for the praise of the Almighty God and to return heartfelt thanks to Him for all His 
goodness and loving kindness. 
WILLIAM H. TAFT  
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1911 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
The people of this land having by long sanction and practice set apart toward the close of each 
passing year a day on which to cease from their labors and assemble for the purpose of giving 
praise to Him who is the author of the blessings they have enjoyed, it is my duty as Chief Executive 
to designate at this time the day for the fulfillment of this devout purpose. 
Our country has been signally favored in many ways. The round of the seasons has brought rich 
harvests. Our industries have thrived far beyond our domestic needs; the productions of our labor 
are daily finding enlarged markets abroad. We have been free from the curses of pestilence, of 
famine and of war. Our national councils have furthered the cause of peace in other lands, and the 
spirit of benevolence has brought us into closer touch with other peoples, to the strengthening of 
the bonds of fellowship and good will that link us to our comrades in the universal brotherhood of 
nations. Strong in the sense of our own rights and inspired by as strong a sense of the rights of 
others, we live in peace and harmony with the world. Rich in the priceless possessions and 
abundant resources wherewith the unstinted bounty of God has endowed us, we are unselfishly 
glad when other peoples pass onward to prosperity and peace. That the great privileges we enjoy 
may continue and that each coming year may see our country more firmly established in the regard 
and esteem of our fellow nations is the prayer that should arise in every thankful heart. 
Wherefore I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States, designate Thursday, the 30th day 
of November next, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and I earnestly call upon my countrymen 

 



and upon all that dwell under the flag of our beloved country then to meet in their accustomed 
places of worship to join in offering prayer to Almighty God and devout thanks for the loving 
mercies He has given to us. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Chicago, this 30th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and eleven and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-
sixth. 
BY THE PRESIDENT 
[WILLIAM H. TAFT] 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1912 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
A God-fearing nation, like ours, owes it to its inborn and sincere sense of moral duty to testify its 
devout gratitude to the All-giver for the countless benefits it has enjoyed. For many years it has 
been customary at the close of the year for the national Executive to call upon his fellow-
countrymen to offer praise and thanks to God for the manifold blessings vouchsafed to them in the 
past and to unite in earnest suppliance for their continuance. 
The year now drawing to a close has been notably favorable to our fortunate land. at peace within 
and without; free from the perturbations and calamities that have afflicted other peoples. rich in 
harvests so abundant and in industries so productive that the overflow of our prosperity has 
advantaged the whole world; strong in the steadfast conservation of the heritage of self-
government bequeathed to us by the wisdom of our fathers and firm in the resolve to transmit that 
heritage unimpaired but rather improved by good use, to our children and our children’s children 
for all time to come, the people of this country have abounding cause for contented gratitude. 
Wherefore, I, William Howard Taft, President of the United States of America, in pursuance of long-
established usage, and in response to the wish of the American people, invite my countrymen, 
wheresoever they may sojourn, to join, on Thursday the twenty-eighth day of this month of 
November, in appropriate ascription of praise and thanks to god for the good gifts that have been 
our portion, and in humble prayer that His great mercies toward us may endure. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Washington this seventh day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred and twelve and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-
seventh. 
WM. H. TAFT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1913 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
The season is at hand in which it has been our long respected custom as a people to turn in praise 
and thanksgiving to Almighty God for his manifold mercies and blessings to us as a nation. The 
year that has just passed has been marked in a peculiar degree by manifestations of His gracious 
and beneficent providence. We have not only had peace throughout our own borders and with the 
nations of the world but that peace has been brightened by constantly multiplying evidences of 
genuine friendship, of mutual sympathy and understanding, and of the happy operation of many 
elevating influences both of ideal and of practice. The nation has not only been prosperous but has 
proved its capacity to take calm counsel amidst the rapid movement of affairs and deal with its own 
life in a spirit of candor, righteousness and comity. We have seen the practical completion of a 
great work at the Isthmus of Panama which not only exemplifies the nation’s abundant resources 
to accomplish what it will and the distinguished skill and capacity of its public servants but also 
promises the beginning of a new age, of new contacts, new neighborhoods, new sympathies, new 



bonds, and new achievements of cooperation and peace. "Righteousness exalteth a nation" and 
"peace upon earth, good will towards men" furnish the only foundations upon which can be built 
the lasting achievements of the human spirit. The year has brought us the satisfactions of work 
well done and fresh visions of our duty which will make the work of the future better still. 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
designate Thursday the twenty-seventh of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, 
and invite the people throughout the land to cease from their wonted occupations and in their 
several homes and places of worship render thanks to almighty God. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Washington, this in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
thirteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and thirty-eighth. 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1914 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
It has long been the honoured custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in 
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God for his many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The 
year that is now drawing to a close since we last observed our day of national thanksgiving has 
been, while a year of discipline because of the mighty forces of war and of change which have 
disturbed the world, also a year of special blessing for us. 
It has been vouchsafed to us to remain at peace, with honour, and in some part to succour the 
suffering and supply the needs of those who are in want. We have been privileged by our own 
peace and self-control in some degree to steady the counsels and shape the hopes and purposes 
of a day of fear and distress. Our people have looked upon their own life as a nation with deeper 
comprehension, a fuller realization of their responsibilities as well as of their blessings, and a 
keener sense of the moral and practical significance of what their part among the nations of the 
world may come to be. 
The hurtful effects of foreign war in their own industrial and commercial affairs have made them 
feel the more fully and see the more clearly their mutual interdependence upon one another and 
has stirred them to a helpful cooperation such as they have seldom practiced before. They have 
been quickened by a great moral stimulation. Their unmistakable ardour for peace, their earnest 
pity and disinterested sympathy for those who are suffering, their readiness to help and to think of 
the needs of others, has revealed them to themselves as well as to the world. 
Our crops will feed all who need food; the self-possession of our people amidst the most serious 
anxieties and difficulties and the steadiness and resourcefulness of our business men will serve 
other nations as well as our own. 
The business of the country has been supplied with new instrumentalities and the commerce of the 
world with new channels of trade and intercourse. The Panama Canal has been opened to the 
commerce of the nations. The two continents of America have been bound in closer ties of 
friendship. new instrumentalities of international trade have been created which will be also new 
instrumentalities of acquaintance, intercourse, and mutual service. Never before have the people 
of the United States been so situated for their own advantage or the advantage of their neighbours 
or so equipped to serve themselves and mankind. 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
designate Thursday the twenty-sixth of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and 
invite the people throughout the land to cease from their wonted occupations and in their several 
homes and places of worship render thanks to Almighty God. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Washington, this twenty-eighth day of October in the year of our Lord one 



thousand nine hundred and fourteen and of the independence of the United States the one 
hundred and thirty-ninth. 
WOODROW WILSON. 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1915 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
It has long been the honoured custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in 
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God for his many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The 
year that is now drawing to a close since we last observed our day of national thanksgiving has 
been, while a year of discipline because of the mighty forces of war and of change which have 
disturbed the world, also a year of special blessing for us. 
Another year of peace has been vouchsafed us; another year in which not only to take thought of 
our duty to ourselves and to mankind but also to adjust ourselves to the many responsibilities 
thrust upon us by a war which has involved almost the whole of Europe. We have been able to 
assert our rights and the rights of mankind without breach of friendship with the great nations with 
whom we have had to deal; and while we have asserted rights we have been able also to perform 
duties and exercise privileges of succour and helpfulness which should serve to demonstrate our 
desire to make the offices of friendship the means of truly disinterested and unselfish service. Our 
ability to serve all who could avail themselves of our services in the midst of crisis has been 
increased, by a gracious Providence, by more and more abundant crops. our ample financial 
resources have enabled us to steady the markets of the world and facilitate necessary movements 
of commerce which the war might otherwise have rendered impossible; and our people have come 
more and more to a sober realization of the part they have been called upon to play in a time when 
all the world is shaken by unparalleled distresses and disasters. The extraordinary circumstances 
of such a time have done much to quicken our national consciousness and deepen and confirm 
our confidence in the principles of peace and freedom by which we have always sought to be 
guided. Out of darkness and perplexity have come firmer counsels of policy and clearer 
perceptions of the essential welfare of the nation. We have prospered while other peoples were at 
war, but our prosperity has been vouchsafed us, we believe, only that we might the better perform 
the functions which war rendered it impossible for them to perform. 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby 
designate Thursday the twenty-fifth of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and 
invite the people throughout the land to cease from their wonted occupations and in their several 
homes and places of worship render thanks to Almighty God. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Washington this twentieth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred and fifteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and 
fortieth. 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1916 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
It has long been the custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. The year that 
has elapsed since we last observed our day of thanksgiving has been rich in blessings to us as a 
people, but the whole face of the world has been darkened by war. In the midst of our peace and 
happiness, our thoughts dwell with painful disquiet upon the struggles and sufferings of the nations 
at war and of the peoples upon whom war has brought disaster without choice or possibility of 
escape on their part. We cannot think of our own happiness without thinking also of their pitiful 
distress. 



Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do appoint 
Thursday, the thirtieth of November, as a day of National Thanksgiving and Prayer, and urge and 
advise the people to resort to their several places of worship on that day to render thanks to 
Almighty God for the blessings of peace and unbroken prosperity which He has bestowed upon 
our beloved country in such unstinted measure. And I also urge and suggest our duty in this our 
day of peace and abundance to think in deep sympathy of the stricken peoples of the world upon 
whom the curse and terror of war has so pitilessly fallen, and to contribute out of our abundant 
means to the relief of their suffering. Our people could in no better way show their real attitude 
towards the present struggle of the nations than by contributing out of their abundance to the relief 
of the suffering which war has brought in its train. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done at the City of Washington this seventeenth day of November, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and sixteen and of the independence of the United States the one hundred 
and forty-first.  
WOODROW WILSON 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1917 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
It has long been the honored custom of our people to turn in the fruitful autumn of the year in 
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. 
That custom we can follow now even in the midst of the tragedy of a world shaken by war and 
immeasurable disaster, in the midst of sorrow and great peril, because even amidst the darkness 
that has gathered about us we can see the great blessings God has bestowed upon us, blessings 
that are better than mere peace of mind and prosperity of enterprise. 
We have been given the opportunity to serve mankind as we once served ourselves in the great 
day of our Declaration of Independence, by taking up arms against a tyranny that threatened to 
master and debase men everywhere and joining with other free peoples in demanding for all the 
nations of the world what we then demanded and obtained for ourselves. In this day of the 
revelation of our duty not only to defend our own rights as nation but to defend also the rights of 
free men throughout the world, there has been vouchsafed us in full and inspiring measure the 
resolution and spirit of united action. We have been brought to one mind and purpose. A new vigor 
of common counsel and common action has been revealed in us. We should especially thank God 
that in such circumstances, in the midst of the greatest enterprise the spirits of men have ever 
entered upon, we have, if we but observe a reasonable and practicable economy, abundance with 
which to supply the needs of those associated with us as well as our own. A new light shines about 
us. The great duties of a new day awaken a new and greater national spirit in us. We shall never 
again be divided or wonder what stuff we are made of. 
And while we render thanks for these things let us pray Almighty God that in all humbleness of 
spirit we may look always to Him for guidance; that we may be kept constant in the spirit and 
purpose of service; that by His grace our minds may be directed and our hands strengthened; and 
that in His good time liberty and security and peace and the comradeship of a common justice may 
be vouchsafed all the nations of the earth. 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Thursday, the twenty-ninth day of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite 
the people throughout the land to cease upon that day from their ordinary occupations and in their 
several homes and places of worship to render thanks to God, the great ruler of nations. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done in the District of Columbia this 7th day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and seventeen and of the independence of the United States of America the one hundred 



and forty-second. 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1918 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
It has long been our custom to turn in the autumn of the year in praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God for His many blessings and mercies to us as a nation. This year we have special and 
moving cause to be grateful and to rejoice. God has in His good pleasure given us peace. It has 
not come as a mere cessation of arms, a mere relief from the strain and tragedy of war. It has 
come as a great triumph of right. Complete victory has brought us, not peace alone, but the 
confident promise of a new day as well in which justice shall replace force and jealous intrigue 
among the nations. Our gallant armies have participated in a triumph which is not marred or 
stained by any purpose of selfish aggression. In a righteous cause they have won immortal glory 
and have nobly served their nation in serving mankind. God has indeed been gracious. We have 
cause for such rejoicing as revives and strengthens in us all the best traditions of our national 
history. A new day shines about us, in which our hearts take new courage and look forward with 
new hope to new and greater duties. 
While we render thanks for these things, let us not forget to seek the Divine guidance in the 
performance of those duties, and divine mercy and forgiveness for all errors of act or purpose, and 
pray that in all that we do we shall strengthen the ties of friendship and mutual respect upon which 
we must assist to build the new structure of peace and good will among the nations. 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Thursday, the twenty-eighth day of November next as a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and invite 
the people throughout the land to cease upon that day from their ordinary occupations and in their 
several homes and places of worship to render thanks to God, the ruler of nations. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done in the district of Columbia this sixteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen and of the independence of the United States the one 
hundred and forty-third. 
WOODROW WILSON 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY - 1919 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - A PROCLAMATION 
The season of the year has again arrived when the people of the United States are accustomed to 
unite in giving thanks to Almighty God for the blessings which He has conferred upon our country 
during the twelve months that have passed. A year ago our people poured out their hearts in 
praise and thanksgiving that through divine aid the right was victorious and peace had come to the 
nations which had so courageously struggled in defense of human liberty and justice. Now that the 
stern task is ended and the fruits of achievement are ours, we look forward with confidence to the 
dawn on an era where the sacrifices of the nations will find recompense in a world at peace. 
But to attain the consummation of the great work to which the American people devoted their 
manhood and the vast resources of their country they should, as they give thanks to God, 
reconsecrate themselves to those principles of right which triumphed through His merciful 
goodness. Our gratitude can find no more perfect expression than to bulwark with loyalty and 
patriotism those principles for which the free peoples of the earth fought and died. 
During the past year we have had much to make us grateful. In spite of the confusion in our 
economic life resulting from the war we have prospered. Our harvests have been plentiful, and of 
our abundance we have been able to render succor to less favored nations. Our democracy 
remains unshaken in a world torn with political and social unrest. Our traditional ideals are still our 
guides in the path of progress and civilization. 



These great blessings, vouchsafed to us, for which we devoutly give thanks, should arouse us to a 
fuller sense of our duty to ourselves and to mankind to see to it that nothing that we may do shall 
mar the completeness of the victory which we helped to win. No selfish purpose animated us in 
becoming participants in the world war, and with a like spirit of unselfishness we should strive to 
aid by our example and by our cooperation in realizing the enduring welfare of all peoples and in 
bringing into being a world ruled by friendship and good will. 
Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America, hereby designate 
Thursday, the twenty-seventh day of November next, for observance as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer by my fellow-countrymen, inviting them to cease on that day from their ordinary tasks and to 
unite in their homes and in their several places of worship in ascribing praise and thanksgiving to 
God the Author of all blessings and the Master of our destinies. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.  
Done in the District of Columbia this 5th day of November in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen, and of the independence of the United States the one hundred and 
forty-fourth. 
WOODROW WILSON 

 


