
 

 

 

 

 

From the journal of William Bradford 

As the population of the Colony and of New England grew in the early 1630s, the original 
settlers began to disperse and new towns (and church congregations) were formed: 

 
"Also ye people of ye plantation begane to grow in their owtward estats, by reason of ye flowing of 
many people into ye cuntrie, espetially into ye Bay of ye Massachusets; by which means corne & 
catle rose to a great prise, by wch many were much inriched, and comodities grue plentifull; and yet 
in other regards this benefite turned to their hurte, and this accession of strength to their weaknes. 
For now as their stocks incresed, and ye increse vendible, ther was no longer any holding them 
togeather, but now they must of necessitie goe to their great lots; they could not other wise keep their 
katle; and having oxen growne, they must have land for plowing & tillage. And no man now thought 
he could live, except he had catle and a great deale of ground to keep them; all striving to increase 
their stocks. By which means they were scatered all over ye bay, quickly, and ye towne, in which they 
lived compactly till now, was left very thine, and in a short time allmost desolate. And if this had been 
it, it had been less, thoug to much; but ye church must also be devided, and those yt had lived to long 
togeather in Christian & comfortable fellowship must now part and suffer many divissions. First, those 
that lived on their lots on ye other side of ye bay (called Duxberie) they could not long bring their 
wives & children to ye publick worship & church meetings here, but with such burthen…" 

 

 


